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Formal ratification by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the C. L. A. of the proposal sub- 
mitted by Miss Marion Barrows and Mr. 
H. W. Wilson brings renewed life to the 
Catholic Periodical Index. Quoting from 
Mr. Wilson’s letter, the 1931 cumulated vol- 
ume of the Catholic Periodical Index will be 
brought out under the following terms: 

“We will ourselves become responsible for the 
cost of printing this volume on the basis of cost plus 
ten per cent and at a total guaranteed to be less than 
the price previously quoted to Mr. Fitzgerald as an 
outside figure. From the total amount of sales we 
wiil first deduct twenty-five per cent to cover cost of 
promotion and bookkeeping. The remainder will be 
divided on a pro rata basis between Miss Barrows, 
the Editor, and the Wilson Company for its cost of 
printing. For example, if the cost of printing should 
be fifty-five or sixty per cent of the total cost of edit- 
ing and printing, then that proportion of the sales 
after deduction of twenty-five per cent would be 
credited the Wilson Company and forty or forty-five 
per cent would be credited and paid to Miss Barrows 
for editorial work. If it should be possible to effect 
sufficient sales to more than cover the cost of editing 
and publishing this annual any balance would then be 
distributed pro rata between Miss Barrows and the 
Wilson Company to cover unpaid charges for editorial 
work and printing on the 1930 volume.” 

Under the above arrangement the 1931 
cumulated volume of the Catholic Periodical 
Index will go to press in a very short time. 
Publication is expected within two months. 
In a few days readers of the Worip and 
former subscribers to the Index will receive 
promotional literature from the H. W. Wil- 
son Company. The campaign will be on! It 
is unnecessary for us to urge support of this 
enterprise for the Catholic Periodical Index 
has already sold its usefulness to those who 
have been waiting patiently for the 1931 vol- 
ume to appear. 


It is well to remember that the agreement 
with the Wilson Company and Miss Barrows 
does not liquidate the deficit which they hold 
against the 1930 volume. As soon as a report 
of the financial activities of the Catholic 
Periodical Index under the old regime is at 
hand, steps will be taken to discharge this 
moral responsibility. 

The acceptance of the Wilson proposal 
places the Catholic Periodical Index on a 
sound business basis. This is a great step for- 
ward. The publication of the Catholic 
Periodical Index by the Wilson Company is 
a tremendous asset, for this concern stands 
preeminent in its specialized field. Exten- 
sive promotional work in the form of advertis- 
ing, circular letters, correspondence, etc., can 
be much more effectively carried on by a 
specialist. Established library contact will 
bring many new friends and subscribers. The 
reputation of the Wilson Company will con- 
siderably strengthen the position of the Index 
in the library field. That Miss Barrows will 
direct the editorial work is but simple recog- 
nition of her unselfish labors in the past, for 
she has practically carried on in this capacity 
the greater part of the time. No little credit 
is due her for the success of the 1930 volume 
as an indispensable ally to the librarian. 


The future of the Catholic Periodical Index 
is assured. It is no longer a hazardous ven- 
ture. It is a dependable business proposition. 
The C. L. A. does not in any sense surrender 
its publication rights to the Index. It is true 
that actual financial returns will not flow into 
the association’s coffers at present, but 
brighter days are ahead. Let us all unite in 
support of the Catholic Periodical Index and 
thus hasten the dawn of that day when the 
Index will contribute a surplus to the treasury 


of the C, L. A. 
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THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDEX 


The announcement in another column that arrange- 
ments have been made for the continuation of the 
Catholic Periodical Index will be received joyfully by 
our readers, as well as by the several hundred sub- 
scribers who have learned to appreciate the indispen- 
sability of this invaluable reference tool. There is 
an old bromide to the effect that one never fully 
recognizes the worth of a thing until he is without it. 
This has been universally true of the Catholic Periodi- 
cal Index. No one will gainsay the fact that the /ndex 
is an outstanding contribution to Catholic library 
progress. For this reason, the C. L. A. will see to it 
that the Catholic Periodical Index will go on and 
prosper, now that a way has been found out of the 
financial difficulties. 

For several months past we have studiously avoided 
“boosting” the Catholic Periodical Index. We could 
not do this with sincerity or in justice to our readers 
because we were made aware indirectly of the finan- 
cial straits into which the Jndex had been precipitated. 
The reasons for this condition matter not here. 
Whether the situation could have been avoided, does 
not concern us now. It has been obvious for some 
months that the only hope for the success of the 
Catholic Periodical Index lay in establishing it upon 
a sound business basis. This, we feel, has been done 
in accepting the generous proposal of Mr. H. W. 
Wilson and Miss Marion Barrows. 

“Hope is brightest when it dawns from fears,” ob- 
served Walter Scott. Our fears for the future of the 
Index have disappeared behind the shadows of the 
past. Hope is bright, indeed. With Miss Barrows 
as editor-in-chief, and because of the deep-seated per- 
sonal interest which Mr. Wilson manifests in the 
Index, we confidently and optimistically look to the 
future with the assurance that the Catholic Periodical 
Index will grow more serviceable, and will take to 
itself legions of loyal friends. Was it not Carlyle who 
wrote, “From the lowest depth, there is a path to the 
loftiest height?” That path lies before us. If ob- 
stacles crop up, concerted effort will turn them aside. 
The “loftiest height” is within our reach. Its at- 


tainment depends solely upon our enthusiastic and 
wholesome support in this noble attempt to place the 
Catholic Periodical Index at the disposal of librarians, 
Catholic and non-Catholic alike. 


FAIR AND STRONGER! 

The Eastern Regional Conference was a great suc- 
cess. Visiting members assured us that they were 
well compensated for their attendance. More than 
seventy persons from nine states took part in what is 
the largest conference on record. An overdue storm 
(which should have broken two days previously) 
vented its fury on Chestnut Hill as the first session was 
called to order. Recalling Thomson, “Prelusive drops, 
let all their moisture flow in large effusion o’er the 
freshened world.” Weather conditions did not dampen 
the enthusiasm of the conferees. Sister Agatha brought 
her usual vim and vigor to the presiding officer’s task. 
Mr. Sullivan applied himself to the onerous duties of 
secretary unmindful of the drab, dreary day that be- 
set the vicinity. An attendance of almost fifty was 
veritably a challenge to the elements, to say nothing 
of this splendid expression of loyalty. The second 
day justified our prediction, and on this day we stake 
our reputation ! 

The program was interesting, instructive and at 
times fascinating. Those who labored in the prepara- 
tion of papers merit the sincere gratitude of the asso- 
ciation. Everything was so constructive! This fact 
clearly indicates that the C. L. A. bids fair to assume 
greater strength and greater achievements. Thank- 
fully, the outlook is now fair and stronger. 

THE UNSUNG PRIVATES 

In the preparation of their material historians are 
seldom concerned with the humble privates who win 
battles. Yet, these privates are the backbone of every 
military organization. In the preparation of the 
C. P. I., the privates are those unsung cooperating 
indexers whose untiring devotion makes possible the 
Index itself. No one will deny that they are the back- 
bone of the C. P. I. Humbly, they struggle on submit- 
ting their indexed material despite personal incon- 
venience. That they have remained loyal in the face of 
discouraging conditions is everlasting testimony to the 
fact that they are in every sense of the world co-oper- 
ating indexers. We properly pay them this small trib- 
ute of admiration. Their only recompense is the unsel- 
fish service they are rendering to Catholic library 
progress. We hasten to assure them that we are not 
at all unmindful of their over-abundant generosity 
in carrying on their painstaking assignments. 

a 
LOOKING AHEAD 

Announcement has been made that the annual con- 
vention of the National Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation will be held in Music Hall, Cincinnati, June 
27, 28, 29 and 30. Through the courtesy of the 
N. C. E. A. officials, the Catholic Library Association 
will hold its annual sessions concurrently. Arrange- 
ments are being effected for the use of a hall in the 
same building with the N. C. E. A., wherein our as- 
sociation will hold its deliberations. 
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“No 
Architecture 
is so Haughty 
as that 
which is 


Simple” 
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EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF C, L. A. 
BY FAR LARGEST EVER HELD 

Usually, it does not augur well for the success of 
any conference when one of the advertised features of 
the program happens to be anything but the promised 
attraction. On the afternoon of Monday, March 28, 
versatile New England weather staged one of its 
famous nor’easters consisting of rain and snow and 
wind of gale velocity. In spite of these untoward ele- 
ments (to be sure, the storm was several days over- 
due!) about fifty loyal and enthusiastic friends of 
Catholic library progress were present for the opening 
session, Sister M. Agatha, O.S.U., Executive Com- 
mittee member and Librarian of Ursuline Academy, 
Wilmington, Del., proved herself to be a capable pre- 
siding officer. Following a few preliminary remarks, 
she presented to those assembled in the attractive 
Committee Room of the Boston College Library 
Rev. Patrick J. McHugh, S.J., Dean of Boston Col- 
lege, who cordially welcomed the visiting members in 
the name of Rev. Louis J. Gallagher, S.J., Rector, who 
was unable to be present. Father McHugh delivered 
an inspiring address reminding his auditors of the 
laudable aim of the association, and the consequent 
responsibility which rests upon them. 

Appropriate, indeed, was the suggestion of Sister 
Agatha that the Eastern Regional Conference be dedi- 
cated to His Holiness, Pius XI, one who stands uni- 
versally preeminent among contemporary librarians. 
In her remarks Sister Agatha vigorously advocated 
the establishment of a Catholic professional library 


training school at one of the Catholic universities. 
Rev. William M. Stinson, S.J., librarian of Boston 
College, and president of the C. L. A., heartily greeted 
those in attendarice, and extended to them the free- 
dom of the library during their stay. He emphasized 
the ideals and purposes of the association, indicating 
the great work which could be accomplished with 
unified effort. He pointed out the strides which have 
been made since last September. “We have now,” 
he continued, “more than 200 actively interested mem- 
bers who form a substantial nucleus for future ex- 
pansion.” 

The first paper, “The Model High School Library,” 
and a profoundly interesting one, was read by Sister 
Mary Louise, Librarian of the Bishop McDonnell 
Memorial High School, Brooklyn, N. Y. The stu- 
dents in the McDonnell High School, some 1750 girls, 
receive a thorough training in the use of the library 
during their freshman year. A hazardous theory has 
been developed into a practical course which has 
proved its worth in grounding the students in the 
proper use of the facilities of the library. They re- 
ceive credit for their work, and incidentally develop 
a love of reading—thus the ultimate of a cultural and 
refining influence is attained. Upon the completion 
of her paper Sister Louise was plied with many ques- 
tions. She ably explained away every point that was 
raised, and left an impress on the minds of her listen- 
ers that hers is verily a model high school library. 

It was the good fortune of the program committee 
to secure as a speaker, Rev. Richard J. Quinlan, Su- 
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pervisor of Schools of the Boston Archdiocese. In 
his remarks Father Quinlan said that the library was 
the heart of the school, and he emphasized the im- 
portance of that contact between teacher, pupil and 
library being formed in the first grade. He brought 
out that it was his aim to establish a library in every 
parochial school under his jurisdiction. “The library 
can assist formal education,” he said, “by developing 
mental power, and true education is mental power de- 
veloped. We have been too much concerned with 
methods and have given little or no thought to sub- 
ject matter. Now it is time to consider what we will 
teach rather than how it is best to teach. Teachers 
must not be satisfied with the use of one textbook, 
but must lead and guide their charges to that great 
fund of information which a well selected library 
affords.” 

Following a brief recess, the final paper of the first 
day’s session was read by Mrs. Nathaniel F. Cartmell, 
Superintendent of Children’s Division of the Queens 
Borough Public Library, Jamaica, N. Y. The title 
of her fascinating paper was “The Beginnings of Chil- 
dren’s Literature.’ Prefacing her thesis with the 
happy assertion that children’s literature had _ its 
source in Catholic background, Mrs. Cartmell traced 
the origin of such literature to the seventh century, 
to a Benedictine monk, Aldhelm, at Malmesbury, 
England. More than once she demonstrated the in- 
fluence of the Church in the development of juvenile 
literature. In concluding, she properly lamented the 
fact that so few Catholic writers today are contribut- 
ing to this important and charming phase of litera- 
ture. 

When the conferees arrived for the second day’s 
sessions, Tuesday, March 29, they found University 
Heights bathed in mellow sunshine, and “high in his 
chariot glowed the lamp of day.” Mass was cele- 
brated at 9:15, in St. Mary’s Chapel, by Father Stin- 
son. At 10:15 the business meeting was called to 
order and Father Stinson led discussions. He strongly 
urged a larger membership, and pointed out the ad- 
vantages which would accrue. In touching upon the 
development of the Wortp, Father Stinson § sug- 
gested a vote of thanks be tendered the editor. At- 
tention was then directed to a consideration of the 
Catholic Periodical Index. After explaining its un- 
fortunate financial condition in the light of facts gar- 
nered from several sources Father Stinson read the 
proposal offered by Miss Barrows and Mr. Wilson. 
A resolution was then adopted memorializing the 
Executive Committee to accept this proposal. The 
acting treasurer hereupon submitted his report. Con- 
sequent upon a short respite, Mother St. Jerome, 
S. H. C. J., Executive Committee member and Libra- 
rian of Rosemont College, Rosemont, Pa., read an 
instructive paper on “Practical Aids in Book Selec- 
tion.” Mother Jerome stressed several important aids, 
including the Catholic Book Club and Cardinal Hayes 
Literature Committee suggestions. 


At this point Mr. Milton E. Lord, Director of the 
Boston Public Library, was presented to the mem- 
bers. Though thirty-four years of age, Mr. Lord is 
head of the second largest public library in the U. S. 
He has a wide, scholarly background, having studied 
in several European universities. He was one of the 
five American experts who introduced the present 
cataloging system in the Vatican library, under the 
auspices of the Carnegie Foundation. Mr. Lord 
briefly related some impressions of his work in what 
is perhaps the most valuable library in the world. 
Particularly interesting was his account of the occa- 
sion when Pope Pius XI visited the American experts 
and discussed with them the work which was then in 
progress. Mr. Lord told of the impress made upon 
him by His Holiness because of the latter’s simplicity 
and extraordinary knowledge of what the Vatican 
library contains. 

Following a catered luncheon, at which nearly 
seventy plates were served to guests of Boston Col- 
lege, the last session convened at 1:45 P.M. Sister 
Joan Patricia, Librarian of Regis College, Weston, 
Mass., read her dissertation under the title, “From 
Catholic Colleges Should Come Catholic Librarians.” 
This paper was unique in that its presentation was 
accompanied by several artistic drawings illustrating 
the work being done in the library science course at 
Regis College. Sister Patricia was ably assisted by 
two of her students, Miss Kathleen Landry and Miss 
Peggy Bartley. The next paper, “Some Indispensa- 
ble Reference Books,” was read by Sister Mary 
Charles, Librarian of Albertus Magnus College, New 
Haven, Conn. Undoubtedly, the preparation of this 
paper required a prodigious amount of time and ef- 
fort. Though lengthy, it was a veritable mine of 
practical information. 

The final contribution to the last session was an 
informal talk on THe Liprary by 
the editor. He gave detailed information about the 
publication of the monthly organ, and regretfully 
announced that professional and personal responsi- 
bilities demanded that he resign editorship after the 
June issue. The editor pointed out that his resigna- 
tion was vouchsafed at this time in order to give 
members an opportunity to consider his successor be- 
fore the annual convention in Cincinnati. 

Prior to adjournment a vote of thanks was extended 
to Miss Marion Barrows for her patient though gi- 
gantic work on the 1931 Catholic Periodical Index. 
This action was followed by a formal expression of 
appreciation to Rev. Louis J. Gallagher, S.J., Rector 
of Boston College, to Father McHugh, Dean, and to 
Father Stinson, Librarian. More than seventy per- 
sons from Washington, D.C., Maryland, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts commonly agreed 
that the Conference was well worth-while. 
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THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDEX: ITS 
EDITORIAL, COOPERATIVE AND 
TECHNICAL ASPECTS* 

By William Stetson Merrill, Asst. Classifier, 

John Crerar Library, Chicago 


All advances in the field of knowledge today, whether in the 
science and technical arts, in economics and government, or in 
psychology, education or social welfare, are announced or pre- 
sented to the world first in periodicals or in the transactions or 
other serial publications of learned societies. More than that, 
discussion and debate upon questions of the day are conducted 
primarily in periodicals and not in books. The principal reason is, 
of course, that books cannot, in the nature of the case, be up to the 
minute in their publication, as can periodicals; and books usually 
cover a wider field than the intensive treatment of a specific ques- 
tion. Books may, it is true, set forth new knowledge, the results 
of deep or prolonged research; but the material is made up largely 
from data already presented in periodicals. The student in almost 
every line of investigation must, therefore, use periodicals for 
debate, for theses, for brief surveys of subjects, not to speak of re- 
search work of the higher type. To find this material readily he 
needs indexes that are kept abreast of the material to be in- 
dexed. The need of such indexes gave birth, in the middle of the 
nineteenth century, to the famous Poole’s Index, the pioneer and 
for the remainder of the century the only guide of its kind. The 
twentieth century has seen the rise of successors, not alone in the 
field of the general periodical but in nearly every special field of 
knowledge: education, public affairs, engineering, agriculture, 
medicine, art, industrial arts. These and other indexes to serial 
publications furnish the reference librarians of our large public 
and university libraries with half of all the material placed before 
their readers. These tools of the profession may suffice for the 
secular library, but the Catholic library and the Catholic student 
long needed an index to a special class of material that was not 
adequately brought out, namely the Catholic point of view upon 
many mooted questions of history, economics, anthropology, 
philosophy, not to mention the obvious field of Catholic theology 
and liturgy. The Catholic Periodical Index was established in March, 
1930, after some years of agitation for its creation and seeking for 
the means of financing it, to meet the need that has just been 
mentioned; its contents and form have been determined by the 
function that it is designed to fulfill. That the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany should have been selected to publish it was a wise move, be- 
cause of the long experience of that firm in the field. It is equally 
important that no needless departure from the type presented in 
their indexes should be introduced. This statement needs justi- 
fication and qualification. 

The matter of subject headings has long engaged the attention 
of librarians in this country, and two standards for such headings 
are in use. One is the list issued by the American Library Associ- 
ation and is used by the smaller libraries. The other is the list 
issued by the Library of Congress for its own use, but widely fol- 
lowed by university libraries and other libraries of scholarly scope. 
The latter is based upon the actual classification of an immense 
collection of books; students working in different libraries upon 
the same topics find the uniformity of style of entry, prevailing in 
the many libraries that have adopted the Library of Congress 
headings, an advantage and a time-saver. Catholic students will 
find the same advantages, if Catholic libraries adopt a scheme that 
has been carefully worked out with reference alike to consistency of 
form and accuracy of heading. The Wilson indexes follow the 
principles of the Library of Congress headings, but with some 
modifications. What grounds has the Catholic indexer for de- 
parting from these American standards of headings ? 

In the field of both theology and liturgics the Catholic has 
not only the right but the duty to see that the headings used are 
correct and such as to meet the approval of the Church. More- 


* Paper read at Mid-winter Meeting, Chicago, December 27, 1931. 


over, the theological headings used in the Catholic Periodical In- 
dex might serve as a model for other indexes in referring to similar 
material. The editors of our Index may safely be trusted to work 
out that aspect of the work. The classification of the Vatican Li- 
brary is sure to present points of guidance for the Catholic indexer, 
so far as the work that is now progressing there is set forth in print. 

What periodicals shall be included in the Catholic Periodical 
Index? That qustion has been answered for the time being by 
the editors of the Index in its present scope. There may be other 
periodicals that some persons would like to see included; possibly 
some periodicals may not be suitable for future retention. What 
are the principles involved in inclusion or exclusion? There are 
two; one relates to the material to be indexed, the other to the 
cost for the subscriber. A magazine may serve a useful purpose 
and may be interesting reading, yet be unsuitable for indexing. 
The items or articles may relate to passing events or may be so 
brief that their value for future reference is negligible. If all 
articles in a magazine are indexed, whatever their length, or if the 
articles are of merely passing interest, and are all indexed, the li- 
brary subscribing to the Index pays just as much for each reference 
as is paid for an important contribution to knowledge. A large 
number of such references may cause the cost of the Index to rise 
so much as to be out of proportion to the value of the Index as a 
whole. Decision upon these matters is not always easy; but it has 
to be faced by the board of management if the subscribers are to 
be retained and the financial success of the work assured. 

The present cooperative arrangement for preparing copy for the 
Index is necessary, as it was necessary for the original Poole’s In- 
dex and other biographical undertakings. The British Library 
Association gets out an index to periodicals that is still prepared 
by voluntary work by collaborating libraries. The Wilson indexes 
are the only ones that have been placed upon a commercial basis 
and pay expenses. Bibliography has never been a lucrative busi- 
ness for anybody concerned. But even on a financial basis, co- 
operative indexing is far less expensive for libraries than doing 
the work individuaally. If any librarian believes that it is unneces- 
sary to subscribe for the Catholic Periodical Index because his li- 
brary can do the work more cheaply itself, he has the whole line 
of library experts solidly against him. Not only will the work cost 
far more in the end, but much material of great value to the li- 
brary will be passed over, or will not be indexed for lack of time 
or of appreciation of its value. The service basis, on which the 
Wilson Company charges for all of its indexes, is fair to the small 
library, which pays only for the entries that it has on its own 
shelves; that is to say, it pays only for the indexing of periodicals 
that are in that particular library. To tell the truth, no library 
that expects to make its resources properly available to its patrons 
can afford to be without a printed index to its collections, if there 
is such an index. For the itme spent in locating unindexed material 
is very expensive. 

The Catholic Periodical Index is a fine instrument for its pur- 
pose; I doubt whether any library that has used it for any length 
of time would be willing to give it up even if its cost became diffi- 
cult to meet. 

a 


Catholic Journalism. By Apollinaris W. Baum- 


gartner. Foreword by Allan Sinclair Will. N. Y., 
Columbia University Press, 1931. 


Mr. Will says in the foreword to this excellent little 
volume, “When Father Apollinaris, O.M.Cap., chose 
‘Catholic Journalism in the United States’ as the sub- 
ject of his thesis . . . , he embraced a fruitful op- 
portunity. No complete work on that topic was in 
existence. ... He has sought exactness in every state- 
ment, and has been indefatigable in personal investi- 
gations in the wide field of the Catholic press of to- 
day, as well as in written or printed data accumulated 
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in the past. His main aims have been completeness 
and accuracy, together with a perspective, and to their 
accomplishment he has brought the resources of a 
broad and sympathetic understanding of his subject.” 
With these words we can wholeheartedly agree. 

Father Apollinaris has taken the two chronological 
lists of Catholic journals, prepared by Rev. T. C. 
Middleton, O.S.A. (appearing in the Records, A.C.H.S. 
IV (1893), 213-242 and XIX (1908), 18-22) and ar- 
ranged their contents in relation to the attitude of the 
Catholic hierarchy and the conditions of the Catholic 
Church in the United States. He has divided his 
study into four periods: the first treating the forma- 
tive years, from 1789 when the Courier de Boston ap- 
peared, to 1840 when “the Catholic press became more 
aggressive in meeting the attacks of its adversaries”: 
the second period continues to the Third Plenary 
Council of Baltimore, 1884, whose pastoral letter 
stresses “the importance of supporting the Catholic 
press” and urges Catholics to consider it a duty to 
subscribe to Catholic journals: the third period is 
closed in 1919 with the formation of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, whose “Press Depart- 
ment took over and enlarged some of the functions 
of the Catholic Press Association”; the fourth studies 
the interval up to 1930, when the thesis was under- 
taken. In addition there is a chapter on Journalistic 
Educatio., the efforts of Catholic schools to prepare 
men for this field. 

This study marks a distinct advance in the study 
of Catholic journalism in the United States. Prior to 
Father Middleton’s first list (1893), there had been 
no attempt to systematize the records of the various 
Catholic newspapers. This indefatigable Augustinian 
culled his information from the Catholic directories, 
the files of the papers in the various libraries on the 
Eastern seaboard, and the historical mines of Shea’s 
works. This epoch-making study with its supple- 
mentary list of 1908 formed the basis for Meehan’s 
article on “Periodicals in the United States” in the 
Catholic Encyclopedia (XI, 692ff). The summaries 
of the leading papers contained in this latter contribu- 
tion furnish a guide to further study. Their brevity, 
Father Paul Foik, C. S. C., endeavored to overcome by 
his valuable doctorate thesis for the Catholic Uni- 
versity, recently published as part of its Monograph 
Series by the U. S. Catholic Historical Society. 

Father Middleton’s and Mr. Meehan’s studies were 
only chronologies, with a few salient facts in the 
latter. Father Foik gave excellent individual appre- 
ciation of the historical and literary values of some 
of the leading periodicals. Father Apollinaris has 
attempted a synthesis and has succeeded. It is re- 
grettable that he did not have access to Father Foik’s 
thesis, which would have furnished him a more de- 
tailed background for some of the papers. The sum- 
mary of Father Foik’s theses, which appeared in the 
Catholic Historical Review, Jan. 19-20, V, 377-381, 


was not complete enough. A discussion of the plans 
of Bishop England to make the U. S. Catholic Miscel- 
lany a national organ and the opposition by the other 
prelates would have filled an important lacuna in the 
history of American Catholic Journalism. 

One statement made in the book is the unqualified 
reference to the Catholic Telegraph of Cincinnati as 
the first diocesan organ (cf. page 9); if he means 
that it is the first diocesan organ to survive, we have 
no fault to find; but if he means that it was the first 
diocesan organ to be founded, he is in error, for both 
the U. S. Catholic Miscellany and the Jesuit pre- 
ceded it. On pages 8 and 9 the data about the 
predecessors of the present Boston Pilot is wrong; his 
source and the source of Meehan, the Sacred Heart 
Review, Nov. 7, 1908, page 342 is wrong; this error 
has been corrected in the thesis of Father Foik and 
both historical articles in the Centenary edition of 
the Pilot (Campbell & Riley), March, 1930. 

ArtTHuR J. RILey. 

Father Riley, one of our enthusiastic members, has made an 
extensive study of Catholic journalism in the United States. Hence 
he is well qualified tu write a critical study of Father Baumgartner’s 
work. It is with pleasure that we submit the above review for the 
information of our readers.—Ed. 


3} a) 
WANTS 
Rev. Colman Farrell, O.S.B., Librarian, The Abbey 
Library, St. Benedict’s College, Atchison, Kansas, 


desires the August 10th, 1929, number of the Acolyte. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Mr Editor: 

Pertinent, I believe, to the discussion about the 
background of the Catholic librarian is the following 
excerpt from the article, “Personality: A Mediaeval 
Meaning,” by E. M. J. O’Boyle, which appeared in 
the Jrish Monthly of October, 1931: 


Fiction-reading forms a larger part of the programme; and it 
might be called a compulsory subject. What can be done for them, 
then? A great deal has always been done: torches have been 
kindled: witness the Indexes, published in Ireland and in America, 
compiled by our countryman, Father Brown, S.J., “the greatest 
Catholic bibliographer in the English-speaking world”—the tribute 
came from a leading authority across the Atlantic. A number of 
youthful readers will carry this light; another number will make 
use of it if some kind soul walks with them all the way carrying 
it; of the large remainder, some will never run across it, others will 
prefer to chase the will-o’-the-wisps through the swamps. For this 
large remainder, then, can anything be done? Most certainly 
everything can be done; something is being done; we have li- 
brarians, not merely cataloguing clerks or dusting caretakers. 

I shall not dwell on librarians. I hurry past them, and halt 
just beyond them, my halt conditioned by the ultimate impor- 
tance of that subject, my haste conditioned by its very vastness. 
I could not hope to explore it in a pamphlet, by the plain man 
speaking of his food, on Librarians as Purveyors of Personality, or 
even in a volume, by the layman thinking of his soul, on Librarians 
and Catholic Action. All I may attempt to do now is to state 
the gist of a few chapters: that statistics prove the ever-increasing 
powers of the reading room and the circulating library; that any 
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power uncontrolled or misdirected is an evil; that a librarian 
should possess a rightly directed intellect and a rightly directed will; 
that a librarian’s most difficult, most delicate, but bounden duty 
is to provide counter-attractions to the attractive novels of Mod- 
ernism; that a librarian should be a tactician, should be cultured 
in the highest sense of the word, should be a Catholic; that the 
ideal librarian must be, moreover, a saint; that the ideal is to pro- 
vide ideal librarians; that our work is the establishment of the 
Kingdom of Christ on earth; that that is not a vague, delightful, 
dear and difficult, to-be-dreamed-of ideal, but the law under which 
and in which we live; that the battle is on, and the librarian a 
big gun, sighted on the foremost defences of “the space of life be- 
tween”; and so on. Each thesis could be maintained. But to 
take a short cut and get back to our tens of thousands in the 
quest-house of Disproportion, Monstrosity, Grotesqueness and Co., 
it is clear to any thinking Catholic that the tactful, learned, active. 
Catholic librarian is one of our greatest hopes for them; and that 
even those who merely resemble the ideal librarian, differing 
from him in degree but not in quality, can, laboring in love, rear 
a generation who will read like men, who consequently may draw 
a generation to write like men... 
E. C. A. 
3} 

Mr. Editor: 

A review of Vida Scudder’s Franciscan Adventure in the Com- 
monweal for February 3 would very likely leave no doubt in the 
mind of the book selector as to the merits of the book. This cer- 
_ tainty, however, is soon dissipated after reading a review of the 
same book in the Catholic Truth and Catholic Book Notes, Nov.- 
Dec., 1931. The latter review is anything but favorable. It 
maintains the whole picture of Franciscan history is radically un- 
sound. 

In view of the disagreement between the two reviews, it seems 
Cahtolic readers are entitled to some arbiter’s decision. The price 
of the book and the influence the book itself may have on readers 
who were led on by two views, apparently extremes, not merely 
justify, but seem to demand another evaluation. It is obvious 
we need another review of the book. 

Yours truly, 
Acnes TomMczAK 
St. Louis University Library. 
a a 
POSITION WANTED 

Young man, university graduate with degree B.S. 
in L.S. from University of Denver, desires position in 
Catholic college or university library. Has had sev- 
eral years’ experience in public library work. Address, 
C. E. B., care of Editor. 

a a 
NEWS FROM THE FIELD 

Miss Margaret C. Jones, A.B., Rosary College 
Library School, has joined the staff of Notre Dame 
University Library as assistant cataloger. 

a 

Seton Hill College, Greensburg, Pa., will offer dur- 
ing its summer session (June 27-Aug. 5), a course in 
Library Economy for high school teacher-librarians. 

a) 3) 

The oldest member of the catalog staff of Notre 
Dame University Library, Mrs. Benz, catalog typist, 
resigned March 15th. 

a 

The staff of Notre Dame University Library now 
numbers 9 women and two men full time, and 17 stu- 
dents giving from two to three hours per day. 


The National Catholic Welfare Conference, De- 
partment of Education, has issued a handy pamphlet, 
George Washington: Some Significant Readings for 
the Observance of the 200th Anniversary of His Birth. 
This pamphlet of 122 pages will be of invaluable as- 
sistance to Catholic institutions in preparing their 
programs commemorating the bicentennial. Copies, 
at 25 cents each, may be had by writing to the 
N. C. W. C., Department of Education, 1312 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


3} 


CONFERENCE ECHOES 

Father McHugh’s spirited words charging us with 
the responsibilities which are ours left a marked 
impress on those who had the good fortune to listen 
to this splendid orator. 

As presiding officer of all sessions, Sister Agatha 
kept things continually in motion. Her apt com- 
ments on papers read and her pointed questions evi- 
denced the zeal with which she applied herself to the 
task assigned to her. 

Contrary to previous arrangements, several varieties 
of weather were offered visitors. However, Tuesday 
was an ideal spring day overhead, if you were going 
that way. 

Many of the visitors manifested extreme interest 
in the demonstration of the stylus as an effective 
instrument of book-lettering. 

A bus practically filled with visiting Sisters left 
Boston College Library the morning after the Confer- 
ence ended to enjoy the hospitality of Regis College, 
Weston. 

Sister Joan Patricia’s paper, enlivened by distinc- 
tive illustrations, was a feature of the last session. 

Sister Louise’s fascinating paper precipitated a keen 
desire in the hearts of most of her audience—to visit 
the wonderful Bishop McDonnell Memorial High 
School Library at Brooklyn. 

Father Stinson made a happy choice in prevailing 
upon Mr. Thomas Sullivan, librarian of the Cam- 
bridge Public Library, to act in the capacity of sec- 
retary. Mr. Sullivan graciously and expeditiously 
handled the details of what is always a burdensome 
assignment. 

Through the kindness of the Catholic Book Club 
and the Cardinal Hayes Literature Committee, pub- 
licity literature pertinent to these great undertakings 
was distributed among those in attendance. 

The Misses Kathleen Landrey and Margaret 
Bartley, students at Regis College who assisted Sister 
Joan Patricia in illustrating salient points in her pa- 
per, admirably acquitted themselves when unex- 
pectedly called upon to address the audience. 

The de luxe edition of Our Lady’s Choir was eagerly 
inspected by awed Sister librarians. 
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All visitors agreed that the Boston College Library 
merits every word of praise which has been written 
or spoken. a a 


The third series of the Cardinal’s Literature Com- 
mittee, 143 books, which was especially exhibited as 
a unit, elicited much favorable comment. 

a 

Father Stinson could not fathom the puzzled ex- 
pression which came over the faces of some Sisters 
when he repeated an invitation to inspect the stacks. 
Father later discovered that most of the Sisters had 
already taken advantage of the opportunity. (Un- 
wittingly Father sent a number of members to the 
stacks to look over a collection of books which was 
not there. Unknown to him, the lot had been removed 
to the main reading room for the convenient peru- 
sal of visitors.) a a 


Everyone left the conference with a profound feel- 
ing of good will toward Miss Barrows and Mr. H. W. 
Wilson for their generous and thoroughly business- 
like proposal, which in effect saves the C. P. I. from 
at least temporary oblivion. 

a 

Sister Agatha’s urge to get Catholic personnel in- 
terested in the C. L. A. is nothing passive. She has 
already sent to the editor a list of 163 names of Catho- 
lics employed in public libraries. This is a splendid 
nucleus for a membership drive in September. 

a 

Student-assistants at the Boston College Library 
unanimously went on record as favoring a regional 
conference every week. 


Among those present at the Eastern Regional Con- 
ference were: 
Rev. L. Andries, S.J., Xavier High School, New York City. 


Rev. John H. Collins, S.J., Jesuit Novitiate, W. Stockbridge, Mass. 

Rev. Martin P. Harney, S.J., Boston College. 

Rev. Patrick J. McHugh, S.J. Dean of Boston College. 

Rev. Arthur A. O'Leary, Georgetown University, Washington, D. C. 

Rev. Richard J. Quinlan, Diocesan Supervisor of Schools, Boston, 
Mass. 

Rev. Arthur J. Riley, Cambridge, Mass. 

Rev. William M. Stinson, S.J., Boston College Library. 

Rev. James A. Walsh, S.J., St. Joseph’s College, Phila., Pa. 

Rev. Joseph F. Cantillon, S.J., St. Peter’s High School, Jersey City, 
New Jersey 

Rev. William Gleason, S.J., St. Peter’s High School, Jersey City, 
New Jersey. 

Rev. Gerard F. Yates, S.J., Georgetown University, Washington, 
<. 

Brother Gabriel Ryan, C.P., St. Gabriel's Monastery, Brighton, 
Mass. 


Sister M. Agatha, O.S.U., Ursuline Academy, Wilmington, Del. 
Sister Mary Agnes, Mt. St. Joseph Academy, West Hartford, Conn. 
Sister Maria Ancilla, Lauralton Hall, Milford, Conn. 

Sister Mary Annette, S.S.J., Mt. St. Joseph Academy, Brighton, 


Mass. 

Sister M. Carmela, St. Joseph’s College for Women, Brooklyn, 

Sister Mary Celestine, R.S.M., St. Xavier's Academy, Providence, 


Mother Mary de Chantal, S.H.C.J., St. Mary’s School, Melrose, 
Mass. 


Sister Maria Charitas, St. Joseph's College for Women, Brooklyn, 


N. Y. 
Sister Mary Charles, O.S.D., Albertus Magnus College, New Haven, 
Conn. ( 


Sister Mary Clare, Mt. St. Joseph Academy, West Hartford, Conn. 
Mother M. Cloonan, Marycliff Academy, Arlington, Mass. 
Mother M. Consilio, O.S.U., Ursuline Academy, Wilmington, Del. 


Mother Maria Consuelo, S.H.C.J., St. Mary’s School, Melrose, 
Mass. 
Sister Mary Denis, R.S.M., St. Xavier’s Academy, Providence, R. I. 
Sister Mary Edmund, Lauralton Hall, Milford, Conn. 
Sister Agnes Gertrude, S.C.H., Academy of the Assumption, Welles- 
ley Hills, Mass. 
Sister M. Gertrude, O.S.U., College of New Rochelle, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. 
Mother Grace, O.S.U., College of New Rochelle, New Rochelle, 
N. Y. 
Sister M. Hieronyme, St. Xavier Academy, Latrobe, Pa. 
Mother Mary Hilary, S.H.C.J., St. Mary’s School, Melrose, Mass. 
Mother St. Jerome, S.H.C.J., Rosemont College, Rosemont, Pa. 
Sister Mary Joseph, S.C.H., Academy of the Assumption, Welles- 
ley Hills, Mass. 
Sister M. Margaret Loretto, Mt. St. Joseph Academy, Brighton, 
Mass. 
Sister M. Louise, Bishop McDonnell Memorial 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sister Mary Louise, R.'S.M., St. Xavier's Convent, Providence, 
R. I. 
Sister Mary Marcella, Mercy Juniorate, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sister Agnes Marie, Regis College, Weston, Mass. 
Sister Mary Paracleta, R.S.M., St. Mary’s Seminary, E. Provi- 
dence, R. IL. 
Sister M. Joan Patricia, Regis College, Weston, Mass. 
Sister Margaret Patricia, S.N.D. de N., Emmanuel College, Boston. 
Sister Mary Regis, St. Joseph’s Academy, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 
Mother Mary Simeon, S.H.C.J., St. Mary’s School, Melrose, Mass. 
Sister Marie Virginia, S.N.D. de N., Emmanuel College, Boston. 
Sister M. Francis Xavier, Mt. Mercy College, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Sister Wilfrid, OS.D., Albertus Magnus College, New Haven, 
Conn. 
Peggy Bartley, Regis College, Weston, Mass. 
Mary J. Beggy, Catholic Boys’ High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nina C. Brotherton, Schoo) of Library Science, Simmons Col- 
lege, Boston. 
Miss Bernice Carroll, Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 
Mrs. Nathaniel Cartmell, Supt. Children’s Division, Queens Bor- 
ough Public Library, Jamaica, N. Y. 
Celestine Champeau, Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 


High School, 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Miss 


Miss Beatrice M. Flanagan, Boston Public Library 
Miss Eleanor E. Hawkins, College of New Rochelle, New Ro 


chelle, N. Y. 

Sarah de Hart Kinney, Library Specialist, New York City 

Kathleen B. Landrey, Regis College, Weston, Mass. 

Miss Regina Lang, Mercy School of Nursing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Miss Margaret McGovern, Boston Public Library 

Miss Dorothea Schleck, Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 

Miss Julia A. Sheehan, Brighton, Mass. 

Miss Mary E. Sheehan, Cambridge, Mass. 

Miss Margaret Wrightson, Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 

. Norman Castle, Boston College Library. 

. Maurice D. Dolphin, Fordham University, New York City 

. George Donaldson, Boston College Library. 

. Joseph F. Donoghue, St. John’s Seminary, Brighton, Mass. 

. William A. Fitzgerald, Brooklyn Preparatory School, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

. Milton E. Lord, Director, Boston Public Library 

. John M. O’Loughlin, Boston College Library. 

. Albert Smith, Belmont, Mass. 

. Thomas J. Sullivan, Librarian, Public Library, Cambridge, 
Mass. 


Miss 
Miss 
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